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Abstract 
Referring to significant learning theories and teaching methodologies, as an insider researcher, my aim is to present you my 
pedagogically grounded e-learning activity, which I designed last semester, by using pbworks (collaborative learning 
environment). A rationale and a description of how this e-learning activity was integrated into a Turkish language course at a 
University level will be discussed together with the description of the aims and objectives of this activity. A summary of the 
activity, a description of the materials and their pedagogical significance will also be discussed. It will be indicated and explained 
briefly, how the teaching materials were used, such as individual or group study and how they achieved the stated aims and 
objectives. The role of the tutor in the activity and the problems which were arised from the beginning of the course until the end 
of the activity will be identified and discussed. Concluding, suggestions and possible solutions to these problems will also be 
mentioned. 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Twenty-first century learners are in most cases very well known in how to use social net workings through a wide 
array of Internet tools. In that case, language instructors could promote more easily the use of e-platforms inside and 
outside the classroom in order to improve their students‟ e-learning process. 
 
1.1 E-learning via e-platforms 
E- Learning has lead to distribute and sharing of knowledge in a more advanced way as people all over the world are 
able to have a common pool of knowledge through which they can access the information. They can also 
communicate specially on educational matter. E- Learning has also advanced to a higher level due to advancement 
in technology which is highly accessible all over the globe in every corner of the earth. This has made it easy for 
student to share knowledge and ideas and hence advance the level of learning (Frankena, 2002). Sharing and 
communication has also been taken to a higher level by ability of people to have common pool of information. 
 
Nevertheless, E-learning can be integrated into classroom activity where by a certain teaching language can be used 
by the instructor to teach the students in a class. This is by the use of internet and other web based applications 
which are essential for this form of learning. The materials which will be essential for this form of learning will 
include Pedagogical works, emails, blogs which will help to synchronize the form of learning for all students and 
make it easy for the tutor to communicate with every student for any given activity. Thus integration of E-learning 
into a second language form of learning can help in a greater way. It can advance pedagogical activities as emails 
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and blogs help student to communicate and receive vital information concerning their area of study and in the long 
run help to shape and give the process of learning a new dimension for the students (Gerber, 2005). Therefore these 
materials will have a greater pedagogical significance for the students both in achieving knowledge as well as being 
able to develop both instructional and theory based knowledge. 
 
In addition, there are tools and applications that are of great use to the student in the learning process and which 
should be incorporated in the activity. As a Turkish language instructor, I build a pbworks platform and asked my 
student to join in.  
1.2 What is a pbworks  
PBWorks is an online collaborative tool where anyone can set up a wiki to manage a team and ensure that the team 
can work together well and produce excellent results. It is a wiki site where several people can all interact in the 
same workspace and adjust what is happening. In Pbworks, students might be in the same premise various 
applications will be useful for this form of learning and will characterize the form of knowledge that the students 
will be required to acquire in their classrooms. As a teacher I decided to set up an account and build my own  
pbworks e- platform and share it with my students.  
 
2.0 Methodology 
In this study a pbworks platform, a 2.0 Web learning tool, was used with 53 University learners of elementary 
Turkish (A1) whose first language was Greek. Data collection took place in the Spring Semester of 2011. All the 
participants were between of 18 and 22.  Learners were asked for their emails in order to join this platform. As soon 
as all of them had access to the platform, I showed and explained them how to work and use the e-platform inside 
and outside the classroom. At the beginning most of them couldn‟t use and follow the instructions properly but after 
some weeks I noticed that they were started using the platform more often and correctly. They became more familiar 
with some applications (visit my web-sites, listen to my songs, post comment and upload their own photos and 
files).  
 
2.1 Research design 
 
At soon as they started being familiar with the platform, I decided to set up and upload their first activities in 
Turkish language. The activities based on writing skills. The first activity was to write a composition about 
„themselves‟ which was an individual writing and the other was to write and compose some sentences in groups, 
during the lesson. 
  
2.1.1 Writing activity 1 
During the class I gave instructions on how to write a good composition. I asked them to brainstorm their ideas and 
thoughts in a mind-map. I asked them to write all their thoughts in a paper and share them at the platform.     
 
Drawing a mind-map of ideas is helpful in many ways. First, students often find that seeing a visual representation 
of their thoughts helps them to add more ideas and sort through them.  Also, drawing a map (might) help them see 
how their thoughts connect to one another, which will help them when they begin writing down the composition  
 
 Below you can see two screenshots; the first is their composition plan/mind map (in bubbl.us) which was uploaded 
and shared at the pbworks, by one of my group and the other is one of my student‟s composition who shared it with 
her other colleagues. The yellow colors are my corrections.  
  

















                   Fig. 1: Writing activity: mind map                                  Fig. 2: Uploaded file (shared) 
  
2.1.2 Writing activity 2  
The writing group approach transformed thousands of writing classes. Peer writing involves students working in 
small groups at every stage of the writing process. In writing activities students can think, share ideas out loud. This 
is a challenging process, one that requires students to read and listen to fellow students‟ writing with insight, and to 
make useful suggestions for improvement.  
 
I formed groups of 4-5 from the previous lesson and asked the leader of each group to bring his/her computer for the 
next lesson. I explained them that, the next lesson would be “a creative and colorful day” and asked them to be well 
prepared for writing challenges. As homework, I asked them to revise their vocabulary (verbs/noun/adjectives) in 
order to be ready for the new e-activity which was also a “writing competition”. 
Below you can see two screenshots. The first is the writing activity of one of the group. The second screenshot 
shows the results of the writing competition.  
      
           Fig. 3: workgroup collaboration space                                                         Fig.4 : Results  
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3.0 Results  
Upon completion of the task all the participants fill out a Questionnaire.  The responses given by the participants on 
the questionnaire were collected and coded. The data were computer-analyzed using the Microsoft Excel, version 
2007. Below are some of the main results selected from the students‟ questionnaire.  
1. The 68% of all the students prefer to work in groups. 
2. The 53% of the students could easily use the pbworks platform. Only 9% of all the participants answered 
that they found difficulties in using it .  
 
       
            Fig. 5: Q.16:  How do you prefer to work                                  Fig.6: Q. 9: Do you know how to use pbwork. 
 
3. The 70% of the students prefer to upload their work in the platform and share their ideas with their 
colleagues.  
4. The 40% of the students believe that the use of pbworks improve the writing skills during the e-learning 
process. 
                                           
       
                   Fig.7:Q.19: language model                                                    Fig.8: Benefits in writing skills 
 
The questionnaire also contained 1 open-ended question which was based on all the participants‟ opinion and 
thoughts on the advantages and disadvantages of the pbworks platform in e-language learning. Below you can see in 








Question  9 
"Do you know how 




Question 19:  







Benefits by the 
use of pbworks … 
1 2 3 4
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Table 1: Advantages and disadvantages of pbworks in Turkish language classroom 
 
4. Conclusion 
PBWorks is an online collaborative tool where anyone can set up a wiki to manage a team and ensure that the team 
can work together well and produce excellent results. It is a wiki site where several people can all interact in the 
same workspace and adjust what is happening. In education, a teacher has to be well informed about the internet and 
e-learning platforms before asking students either to set up their own pbworks/wiki or just to join in his/her platform 
for classrooms‟ activities.  
 
The above disadvantages (I would say challenges) placed on the table can also be overcome.  For example, lack of 
enough or wide knowledge about the internet and web based applications especially among the students might be 
solved by ensuring that any students who is in the class has an access to the internet all the time to facilitate the 
process which they will use to acquire wide knowledge about computers. I could recommend instructors to involve 
students in the e-learning activity using the pedagogical strategies but not direct, but create an atmosphere where 
every student is free to participate in the e-learning process and acquire the most vital information that will help him 
or her. Lack of sufficient resources may arise due to lack of proper planning (Barbe, 1979). Before engaging in the 
activity, it will be prudent to have a proper plan of the entire requirement including the materials required to 
facilitate the activity and achievement of the set goals.  
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